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"Pronunciation: Teaching a Segmental Contrast" wag

"Pronunciation: The Intersection of Prominence and Intonation "

Teaching a Segmental Contrast

Conquering the segmental aspects of English (the vowel and consonant phonemes of
the language) is an essential part of acquiring an intelligible pronunciation for second language
learners. In this webinar, Donna Brinton introduces a communicative framework for teaching
pronunciation based on Celce-Murcia, Brinton, & Goodwin (2010). Following an examination of the
typical seemental challenges faced by Thai learners of English, she then shows how the framework
can be applied to the teaching of segmentals via sample classroom activities in all five phases of the
framework: description and analysis, listening discrimination, controlled practice, guided practice, and
communicative practice. Special emphasis will be on consonants that are especially challenging for
Thai speakers such as /v/, /z/, /f/, £ 5 1O, /d3/, /0/, and /3/. She concludes by noting that the
communicative framework and the sample activities described in the lecture can easily be adapted

to teach any segmental contrast (vowel or consonant). «

The Intersection of Prominence and Intonation

Trying to separate prominence from intonation in English is like asking the question
“Which came first—the chicken or the egg?” In fact, in English the two constructs are intertwined,
since intonation is used to mark the prominent element of an utterance and, conversely, one needs
to determine where prominence is placed (and what meaning is being conveyed) in order to
determine the intonation contour of the utterance. In this webinar, Donna Brinton will discuss the
challenges faced by Thai learners as a result of the fundamental differences between Thai (a
basically monosyllabic tonal language where each word is marked by sharp up and down contrasts)
and English (an intonational language where the pitch contour extends across the utterance or
thought group and where rises or falls occur in conjunction with the prominent elements of the

utterance). Following a description of intonation in English, a variety of teaching strategies and
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classroom activities are demonstrated that can assist learners to master the communicative force of

intonation.
NYINT
Donna M. Brinton, Professional of TESOL
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